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City of Demorest 
City Council Meeting & Public Hearing 

Regular Session Minutes 
Demorest Municipal Building  

Tuesday, July 7, 2020, 6:00 P.M. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The July 7, 2020 Demorest City Council Meeting and Public Hearing was held in the Demorest Municipal 

Building located at 125 Ivy Street.   

 

AGENDA ITEM I and II:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Councilman Moore led with the invocation and pledge to the flag. 

 

AGENDA ITEM III:  CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.     

 

AGENDA ITEM IV:  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Mayor Austin asked if there were amendments or changes to be made to the agenda.  Ms. Simonds 

asked that “Financials” be added.  Mayor Austin called for a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  

Such a motion was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by Councilman Davis.   

 

ACTION:  The agenda was approved as amended, adding “Financials” (3-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM V:  APPEARANCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin called for public comments.  He addressed comments sent via email from the Concerned 

Citizens of Demorest, Inc. (CCD).  In reference to sidewalks, Ms. Mixon noted that the SPLOST account 

has approximately $175,000 for sidewalks and road paving. Sidewalk replacement was an agenda item 

later in the meeting.  When addressing the questions concerning on-street parking guidelines, the 

Mayor noted there are no guidelines, as such, but asked that Chief Krockum monitor the areas just off 

Georgia and Blue Ridge to assure that cars are not parking on the street and blocking driveways.  In 

reference to code ordinances, Mr. Homans gave a brief description of the process involved for code 

enforcement.  In response to a question regarding speeding cars, Chief Krockum said that the Demorest 

PD conducts enforcement based on statistics and they will increase patrols accordingly.  An additional 

question concerned whether or not the Mayor would appoint a Department Head for Streets, to which 

he replied that he did not appoint Department Heads. 

 

PRESENT 
Sean Moore, Councilman 
Nathan Davis, Councilman 
Rick Austin, PhD, Mayor   
Kim Simonds, City Clerk  
Joey Homans, City Attorney  
Joely Mixon, City Treasurer 

ABSENT 
John Hendrix, Councilman 
 
1 Council Seat Vacant (formerly Bruce Harkness) 
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Jo Berg, a Demorest resident, spoke to the group concerning code enforcement regarding her neighbor 

on Hazel Avenue.   

 

Joan Tench, a Demorest resident, addressed Mayor and Council regarding the payment of legal fees to 

the Dentons law firm authorized by Ms. Simonds. 

 

AGENDA ITEM VI:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Seven sets of minutes were presented for approval.  Mayor Austin called for votes on each individual set 

as follows: 

 

March 3, 2020:  Page 3, Agenda Item IV(G), the Mayor asked that the minutes be amended to read “. . . . 

for the City Attorney except for emergencies [and/or] for matters involving the City Manager.”   

Page 4, Agenda Item VII, the Mayor asked that names be added to indicate which Council member made 

the motion (Councilman Harkness) and which Council member made the second (Councilman Hendrix). 

These amendments were noted and a motion was made by Councilman Moore to approve the minutes 

as amended and the motion was seconded by Councilman Davis. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the Regular Session minutes from March 3, 2020 with the two 

amendments as noted was unanimously approved (3-0). 

 

May 5, 2020:  A motion was made by Councilman Moore and was seconded by Councilman Davis to 

approve the minutes as presented. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the Regular Session minutes from May 5, 2020 as presented was 

unanimously approved (3-0).   

 

May 12, 2020:  Page 3, Agenda Item VIII, the Mayor asked that the Councilman making the motion 

(Councilman Moore) be added and the Councilman making the second (Councilman Davis) be added.  

Councilman Moore made a motion to approve the minutes with this amendment and the motion was 

seconded by Councilman Davis. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the Regular Session minutes from May 12, 2020 with the amendment 

as noted was unanimously approved (3-0).  

 

May 19, 2020:  Page 2, Agenda Item V, the Mayor asked that the minutes be amended to read as 

follows in the second paragraph:  “…….could be made pending the receipt of 2 other bids on each piece 

of equipment [if the present bid was the low bid].”  Councilman Moore made a motion to approve the 

minutes with this amendment and the motion was seconded by Councilman Davis. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the Regular Session minutes of May 19, 2020 with the noted 

amendment was unanimously approved (3-0).   

 

May 26, 2020: Page 2, mid-page – Mayor Austin asked that the wording be changed to elaborate on the 

basis for his accusations and that corresponding documents/emails be attached and noted as an 
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attachment.  Ms. Simonds voiced disagreement and ultimately it was agreed that the wording would 

remain the same and the attachments would be added.  A motion was made to that effect by 

Councilman Moore and was seconded by Councilman Davis. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the Regular Session minutes from May 26, 2020 with the noted 

amendment was unanimously approved (3-0).   

 

June 2, 2020: A motion was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by Councilman Davis to approve 

the minutes as presented. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the Regular Session minutes of May 26, 2020 as presented was 

unanimously approved (3-0). 

 

June 30, 2020:  Page 2, Agenda Item VIII(1) – Mayor Austin asked that the minutes be amended to read 

as follows “……….Mayor Austin asked that Council move to ratify [approve Option3].” A motion was 

made by Councilman Moore to approve the minutes with this amendment and was seconded by 

Councilman Davis. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the minutes of the June 30, 2020 with the amendment as noted was 

unanimously approved (3-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM VII(1):  LEACHATE DUMPING 

Fletcher Holliday with EMI has promised to get a sample agreement to Mr. Homans for the IGA with the 
County for leachate dumping.  Until that agreement is received, a motion was made by Councilman 
Davis to table this item and was seconded by Councilman Moore. 
 
ACTION:  The motion to table Agenda Item VII(1): LEACHATE DUMPING until the IGA can be presented 
was unanimously approved (3-0). 
 
AGENDA ITEM VII(2):  SWEETBREADS PROPERTY 
The DDA met recently and approved the sale of the property, but would like guidance from Council 
regarding the sale of the adjoining parking lot. All Council members concurred that the parking lot 
should not be sold.   
 
AGENDA ITEM VII(3):  WATER DEPARTMENT UTV REQUEST 
Ms. Mixon agreed to address this item in her financials presentation.   
 
AGENDA ITEM VII(4):  SPLOST IGA 
Mr. Homans explained that an IGA is required under the SPLOST law (see attachment).  He said that 
funds can be reallocated within the various project sections if circumstances required later.  Councilman 
Moore made a motion to approve the IGA and the motion was seconded by Councilman Davis.   
 
ACTION:  The motion to approve the presented SPLOST IGA with the County was unanimously 
approved (3-0). 
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AGENDA ITEM VIII(1):  SIDEWALK PROJECT 
Money is allotted in the SPLOST account for sidewalk renovations and Ms. Simonds said when the 
manpower is available, the sidewalk project will begin starting with the sidewalk section on Holly, from 
Double Springs to Cedar.  The sidewalk project and the LMIG project will be bid out.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
At this point, it was realized that the PUBLIC HEARING had inadvertently been skipped.  David Cook, 
owner of the property at 777 Central Avenue, was present.  The request was for a Conditional Use in the 
High Intensity Performance District. This request was previously approved by the Planning Commission.  
A motion was made by Councilman Moore and was seconded by Councilman Davis to approve the 
request for Conditional Use at the property address 777 Central Avenue. 
 
ACTION:  The motion to approve the Conditional Use for 777 Central Avenue was unanimously 
approved (3-0). 
 
AGENDA ITEM VIII(2):  FINANCIALS 
Joely Mixon, City Treasurer, presented the financials for May and June, 2020 (see attached).  She noted 
the police fleet was paid off early.  She also said the funds are available for the purchase of the UTV 
requested by the Water Department.  A motion was made by Councilman Davis and seconded by 
Councilman Moore to approve the lowest bid on the purchase of the UTV for the Water Department. 
 
ACTION:  The motion to approve the purchase of the UTV with the lowest bid for the Water 
Department was unanimously approved (3-0). 
 
At this point, Attorney Homans told Council about an issue regarding an unopened section of Walnut 
Avenue between Tennessee Street and Westview Place that may have been abandoned in the 1970’s.  
An adjoining property is being purchased and the title insurance company is seeking an abandonment 
resolution from the City.  The closing attorney requests that the Council approve a resolution 
acknowledging that the section of Walnut Avenue is unopened and that the City has no plans to open it 
and will proceed with a formal road abandonment proceeding.  Councilman Moore made such a motion 
and was seconded by Councilman Davis. 
 
ACTION:  The motion to acknowledge the Walnut Avenue alley as unopened and proceed with the 
formal road abandonment proceedings was unanimously approved (3-0). 
 
Jo Berg also asked about the abandonment of Hazel Alley and Mayor Austin said that Council would 
investigate that possibility. 
 
AGENDA ITEM IX:  CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
A motion was made to recess into Executive Session for the purpose of the discussion of possible 
litigation by Councilman Moore and the motion was seconded by Councilman Davis.   
 
ACTION:  The motion to adjourn into Executive Session was unanimously approved (3-0). 
 
This portion of Regular Session was adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM X:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 
With no motions made in Executive Session, a motion was made to adjourn by Councilman Moore and 
was seconded by Councilman Davis and was unanimously approved (3-0).  The meeting adjourned at 
8:57 p.m.   
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 

Rick Austin, Mayor of Demorest 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk 

 
    


